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Local farmers 


hoping to 
provide CSA 
program 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WEST BROOKFIELD - As people 
drive past local farms on their way to 
supermarkets that may or may not have 
enough meat and other foods, farmer 
Matt Koziol is hoping more folks will 
think about patronizing local farms. 

While he already offers an online 
store and home delivery for his grass- 
fed beef, he’s hoping he and other local 
farmers can work together to offer an 
early spring community-supported agri- 
culture program, often known asa CSA. 
People pay a weekly or monthly amount 
and farms provide a variety of produce, 
sometimes meat and fruit. 


Please see FARMERS, page 6 
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West Brookfield farmer Matt Koziol is hoping local 
farmers can offer solutions to supermarket shopping 
as supplies fluctuate and more people stay home. 
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Right, supporting the culture of literacy, North 
Brookfield Elementary School Principal Sarah 
Priestley reads a Dr. Seuss book to an elementary 
class during Community Reading Day earlier this 
month. Above, tudent Ayden Marsh shows off his 
finds at the annual NBES Summer Reading Kick Off 
last year. 


NBES receives reading award 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Correspondent 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — _ In 
the midst of all the current bad news, 
North Brookfield Elementary School 
was recently given the exciting news the 
school had been chosen to receive the 
Mass Reading Association Exemplary 
Reading Program award, an accolade 
given to only one school each year. 

“We are so excited and honored,” 
said NBES Principal Sarah Priestly. 
“While the award 1s not tied to any fi- 
nancial benefits directly, we hope that 
the recognition will make us eligible 
for grant opportunities in the future. 
We can also offer to open our doors 
to visiting districts that are interested 
in building strong literacy programs in 
their schools.” 

Although the award recognizes a 
school with an outstanding ELA pro- 
gram, the purpose of the recognition 1s 


to draw public attention to exceptional 
programs in exemplary Massachusetts 
schools each year. Any public, private, 
charter and parochial schools in the 
state are eligible to receive the award. 

“We were nominated by Chrisie 
Omasta, a North Brookfield parent 
and a teacher in the Wachusett dis- 
trict,” said NBES Reading Specialist 
and Literacy Coach Robin Pratt. “We 
had to apply and there were guidelines 
for the application.” 

Pratt said after the MRA award 
committee read through all the appli- 
cations and selected finalists, the staff 
at NBES were thrilled to discover they 
were one of the contenders. 

“Once chosen as a finalist, the MRA 
visited our school to see reading in 
action,’ stated Pratt. “A team of two 
spent three and a half hours visiting 
classes and meeting with teachers. The 


Please see READING, page 13 
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NBES student Marley-Rae Shea-Shepherd shares 
her love of reading with a favorite book. 





Governor Baker issues emergency order, stay-at-home notice 


BOSTON — Gov. Charlie Baker 
issued an emergency order Monday 
requiring all businesses and organiza- 
tions that do not provide “COVID-19 
essential services” to close their physi- 
cal workplaces and facilities to workers, 
customers and the public as of Tuesday, 
March 24, at noon, until Tuesday, April 
7, at noon. These businesses are encour- 
aged to continue operations remotely. 

There are still numerous exceptions 
such healthcare workers, law enforce- 
ment, communications, public works, 
transportation, farmers and agricultur- 
al workers, financial services, hazard- 
ous material handling and processing, 
energy workers, water and wastewater 


providers, chemical workers, critical 
manufacturers, information technology 
workers and transportation workers. 
The Baker-Polito Administration 
issued a list of designated businesses 
and other organizations that provide 
essential services and workforces re- 
lated to COVID-19, which will remain 
open as brick and mortar businesses 
during this two-week time period. This 
list 1s based on federal guidance and 
amended to reflect the needs of Massa- 
chusetts’ unique economy. While these 
businesses are designated as essential, 
they are urged to follow social distanc- 
ing protocols for workers in accordance 
with guidance from the Department of 


Public Health. 

Businesses and organizations not on 
the list of essential services are encour- 
aged to continue operations through 
remote means that do not require work- 
ers, customers, or the public to enter or 
appear at the brick-and-mortar premis- 
es closed by the order. 

Restaurants, bars, and other estab- 
lishments that sell food and beverage 
products to the public are encouraged 
to continue to offer food for take-out 
and by delivery if they follow the DPH’s 
social distancing protocols. On-premis- 
es consumption of food or drink con- 
tinues to be prohibited. 

Due to evolving spread of COVID-19 


in Massachusetts, Baker has directed 
the DPH to issue a stay at home ad- 
visory outlining self-isolation and so- 
cial-distancing protocols. 

Residents are advised to stay home 
and avoid unnecessary travel and other 
unnecessary activities during the two- 
week time period. Residents over 70 
years of age or with underlying health 
conditions, who are considered at 
high risk when exposed to COVID-19, 
should limit social interactions with 
other people as much as possible. 

The administration does not believe 
Massachusetts residents can be con- 


Please see ORDER, page 6 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD — Second 
Chance Animal Services is commit- 
ted to keeping the doors of their three 
Community Veterinary Hospital open 
for pets with nowhere else to turn. As 
CDC recommendations heightened last 
week, Second Chance hospitals doubled 
efforts to minimize exposure so they 
could continue caring for pets that need- 
ed them. 

By Monday, as schools made plans 
to close, so did the other veterinary care 
options provided through local schools 
that offer veterinary care at reduced 
rates for those in need. 

CEO Sheryl Blancato has followed 
the flow of directives from local, state 
and federal officials to help combat the 
COVID-19 pandemic. She knows how 
important it is to keep the doors open. 
“We founded our first hospital because 
many pet owners had nowhere to turn 
for veterinary care they could afford. 
Now our three hospitals are carrying 
the caseloads of other area hospitals 
that have already suspended operation.” 

Monday, Second Chance began put- 
ting additional restrictions in place to 
help mitigate the spread of the virus. 
Currently pet owners are met in the 
parking lot where they wait while their 
pet is seen. Doctors and owners con- 
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duct the visit via phone, and the pet is 
returned to the car along with any med- 
ications if needed. Last Thursday was 
the last day volunteers were able to help 
care for animals at Second Chance’s 
Adoption Center in East Brookfield. 
On Friday, the veterinary hospitals 
suspended walk-in vaccine clinics and 
began limiting spay/neuter surgeries to 
conserve supplies and allow for more 
critical emergency surgeries as critical 
supplies are now on backorder across 
the country. 

“We are working rapidly on some 
innovative ways to help our client’s pets 
most in need as we prepare for future de- 
velopments,” said Blancato. “We have 
emergency plans in place for our adop- 
tion center as well. Adoptions contin- 
ue but with significant restrictions that 
only allow one family at a time to see 
pets, with cleaning in between. This 1s 
helping to find homes for our pets, who 
have already been through so much, 
while keeping people safe.” 

Last week the nonprofit announced 
the postponement of several vaccine 
clinics and their 21st annual Dinner 
Auction originally scheduled for March 
28. The major fundraiser, which pro- 
vides critical funding for all programs, 
has been rescheduled for May 9, but 


hope is dwindling that the event will be 
able to take place at that time. 

Blancato knows she and her staff 
won't be getting much sleep in the days 
ahead as they work to find new ways to 
continue to help. “My heart is breaking 
for everyone who has been and will be 
affected by this pandemic,” she said. 
“We have to do what we can for the ani- 
mals who might otherwise suffer.” 

She has already seen an increase in 
emails and calls from pet owners wor- 
ried about being able to afford their pet 
in these uncertain times and knows that 
will increase in the months to come, 
adding more strain to an already impos- 
sible situation, she said. 

Anyone who would like to help by 
making a donation, can go to the Sec- 
ond Chance Facebook page or its web- 
site at www.secondchanceanimals.org. 
Donations can also be mailed to Second 
Chance Animal Services, 111 Young 
Road, East Brookfield, MA 01515. 

Second Chance is a nonprofit 501c3 
tax exempt organization that began in 
1999 in East Brookfield and relies sole- 
ly on donations from grants to operate. 
The organization operates an adoption 
center in East Brookfield, Community 
Veterinary Hospitals in North Brook- 
field, Springfield, and Worcester. Sec- 


Nonprofit continues to aid pets during pandemic 
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Link is a 5-year-old male cat waiting to be adopted 
at the Second Chance Adoption Center in East 
Brookfield. Link came to Second Chance with 
entropion a painful eye condition, which needed 
surgery, which he received. He has come a long way 
and loves attention, playing and lounging around. 


ond Chance helps over 40,000 pets a 
year through adoption, spay/neuter, vet- 
erinary care, community 





share your 
experiences 
with us 


Note to readers: The Quabo- 
ag Current would love to share 
how readers are coping with the 
efforts to stop the spread of the 
corona virus and its accompany- 
ing disease, COVID-19. It would 
be great to follow some area res- 
idents, by phone, email and pho- 
tos, as you go about coping with 
children at home for the next few 
weeks, whether you work inside 
or outside the home. 

If you would rather send just 
send photos in or write essays 
about how it is going we would 
love to have those too. Please 
send all emails to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with photos, essays, 
for more information or to vol- 
unteer to be part of our effort 
to document how people are 
coping with these new circum- 
stances. 

If children want to contrib- 
ute please send artwork, essays 
and photos on as well. Please 1n- 
clude full names and telephone 
numbers if you would like to be 
reached. 





NEPR, WGBY and WGBH partner to 
provide at home learning for children 


SPRINGFIELD —- 


With schools 


across the state closed in response to the 
COVID-19 virus, New England Public 
Media, the new alliance of NEPR and 
WGBY in Springfield, and WGBH in 
Boston are partnering with the Massa- 
chusetts Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education to provide distance 
learning opportunities on broadcast 
television, ensuring students continue 
to have access to educational programs 
regardless of their access to broadband 
internet. 

“Our goal with this partnership 1s to 
assist in the ongoing education of Mas- 
sachusetts students and provide them 
with as much continuity as possible while 
schools remain closed,” said Martin Mill- 
er, president of New England Public Me- 
dia. 

New England Public Media and 
WGBH Boston will leverage their public 
media TV broadcast channels to reach 
teachers, students and caregivers across 
the commonwealth, including English 
language learners. Students at home in 
western New England will be able to 
tune in to the WGBY WORLD Channel 
starting Monday, March 23, from noon 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. The 
programming is being finalized. WGBY 
WORLD is a 24/7 channel that offers 
news and documentaries, and is now 
shifting some of its schedule to meet this 


urgent need. 

WGBY WORLD 1s broadcast over- 
the-air on channel 57.2 and on Comcast 
209. Spectrum carries it in the Pioneer 
Valley on 181 and in the Berkshires on 
1275. Younger children can tune into 
WGBY for age-appropriate educational 
programming from 6 a.m.to 5p.m. and 
WGBY Kids 24/7. WGBY Kids 1s also 
available to stream at WGBY.org. 

“WGBH’s long standing work with 
educators and the station’s experience 
with children’s programming make their 
work with DESE a natural partnership,’ 
Elementary and Secondary Education 
Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley said. 
“Their willingness to partner with us in 
providing supplemental educational re- 
sources to students and educators during 
these unprecedented times 1s admirable.” 

The new broadcast programming 1s 1n 
addition to three other useful resources 
from: 

¢ PBS LearningMedia, a free online 
service of thousands of compelling edu- 
cational resources. Aligned to state stan- 
dards and contextualized for educational 
use 1n grades PreK-12, resources include 
videos, comprehensive lessons, inter- 
active activities, and support materials 
across subjects. 

¢ The newly launched WGBH Dis- 
tance Learning Center (wgbh.org/dis- 
tancelearning), makes these PBS Learn- 


ingMedia resources more accessible to 
families, as well as educators, to support 
students PreK-12. The portal offers cu- 
rated resources by grade and subject for 
use by students in remote learning situ- 
ations, allowing them to self-pace and 
self-monitor their learning. Educators 
are also able to assign certain lessons and 
resources through Google Classroom 
and the PBS Learning Media assignment 
features. 

¢ PBS Parents (www.pbs.org/parents) 
is a trusted source for information on 
child development, early learning and ex- 
pert tips on raising children. It provides 
educational kids activities and fun games 
for toddlers, preschoolers and children of 
all ages inspired by favorite PBS KIDS 
programs. Parents can sign up for a new 
weekday PBS Parents newsletter that is 
geared toward helping families whose 
children are at home amid coronavirus 
concerns. 

“New England Public Media’s educa- 
tion team is deeply committed to serving 
educators, parents and children through- 
out western Massachusetts,’ said Vanessa 
Pabon-Hernandez, senior director of ed- 
ucational engagement and executive pro- 
ducer of Presencia for NEPM. “While 
we can't be in schools as we normally 
would right now, we are glad to be able 
to provide these resources virtually, and 
continue to support our community.” 





Country Bank donates $250,000 to help four local hospitals 


WARE — Country Bank announced 
today it has donated $250,000 to four 
local hospitals to help assist with the 
work they are doing for their patients 
as they fight the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. The hospitals receiving donations 
include Baystate Health in Springfield, 
Harrington Hospital in Southbridge, 
and UMass Memorial and Saint Vin- 
cent Hospital, both in Worcester. 

“We are so grateful to Country 


Bank for its most generous support 
and appreciate its continued partner- 
ship during this unprecedented time. 
This gift will directly support resources 
needed at Baystate Health as we contin- 
ue to address and prepare for the care 
our community needs as we face this 
worldwide pandemic,” said Scott Berg, 
vice president of philanthropy, Baystate 
Health, and executive director, Baystate 
Health Foundation. 


“These are challenging and _ ev- 
er-evolving times as we face uncertain- 
ty regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As a community partner, we care deeply 
about our communities, and we wanted 
to support our local hospitals to help 
ease their financial burden as they con- 
tinue to offer exceptional care to our 
friends and neighbors in the region,” 
stated Paul Scully, president, and CEO 
at Country Bank. 


Country Bank 1s a full-service mutu- 
al community bank serving central and 
western Massachusetts with 14 offices 
in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brim- 
field, Belchertown, Wilbraham, Lud- 
low, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, and 
Worcester. Country Bank is a member 
of FDIC, DIF, and the SUM network. 
Country Bank can be reached at 800- 
322-8233 or online at countrybank.com. 


BOSTON — State Rep. Todd M. 
Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Member, 
Committee on Ways & Means) says he 
is working with his colleagues to re- 
spond to the coronavirus pandemic by 
taking steps to protect the public and 
provide support for workers who lose 
their jobs as a result of the outbreak. 

Smola said the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate have already 
approved a bill waiving the one-week 
waiting period for laid off workers 
applying for unemployment bene- 
fits. The changes are retroactive to 
March 10, the day Governor Charlie 
Baker declared a State of Emergency 
in response to the outbreak, and will 
remain in place for 90 days after the 
Governor’s order is lifted. 

The Legislature previously enacted 
a supplemental budget providing $15 
million in assistance to the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public Health, as 
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Smola said Legislature takes proactive 
Steps to protect public, assist workers 


well as local and regional boards of 
health. This money is being used to 
support ongoing monitoring, treat- 
ment, containment, public awareness 
and prevention efforts against the vi- 
rus. 

He said the House and Senate are 
now working on a proposal filed by 
Baker to assist municipalities with es- 
sential government functions during 
the State of Emergency. House Bill 
4572 would allow for a 30-day post- 
ponement of Town Meeting due to 
the public health emergency created 
by the virus, while giving local Se- 
lectBoards the power to extend Town 
Meeting beyond the June 30 cut-off 
date mandated by state law if neces- 
sary. 

House Bill 4572 would also allow 
for the temporary reduction of quo- 
rum requirements for Town Meeting 
to comply with “social distancing” 


measures designed to prevent the 
spread of the virus. The bill would 
also authorize towns that are unable 
to finalize a budget by June 30 to con- 
tinue spending at current fiscal year 
levels on a month-to-month basis for 
essential operations, using revolving 
funds and existing cash balances, until 
a new budget 1s finalized. 

Smola said he expects the House 
and Senate will be taking addition- 
al actions in the weeks ahead to help 
mitigate the impacts of the pandemic. 
In the meantime, he encourages con- 
stituents to utilize the state’s website 
at www.mass.gov/resource/informa- 
tion-on-the-outbreak-of-coronavi- 
rus-disease-2019-covid-19 to stay in- 
formed about the latest developments 
during the State of Emergency. 

For additional information please 
contact Smola at Todd.Smola@ma- 
house.gov or 617-722-2100. 





Hannaford Supermarkets dedicates 
shopping hours for vulnerable customers 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — Han- 
naford Supermarkets announced effec- 
tive Tuesday, March 24 that its stores 
will offer dedicated shopping hours for 
people age 60 and older, as well as those 
with compromised immune _ systems. 
Stores will open early from 6 a.m. to 7 
a.m. on Tuesday through Thursday to 
service this vulnerable population and 
allow a less crowded shopping environ- 
ment, which enables better social dis- 
tancing. 

In addition, Hannaford shortened its 
general store-operating hours starting 
Saturday, March 21, in order to pro- 
vide for additional time to clean, stock 
shelves and give associates additional 
time to rest. The new daily hours are 7 


a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Providing a designated shopping pe- 
riod for seniors and at-risk individuals 
allows this population to shop prior 
to other customers being in the store. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, people who are 60 and over 
and those with compromised immune 
systems are most vulnerable to the 
COVID-19 virus. Although associates 
will not be requesting ID for entry, Han- 
naford urges the community to respect 
the intention for the early opening. 

“In this time of extraordinary cir- 
cumstances, it is more important than 
ever to find new ways to better serve 
our community,’ said Ericka Dodge, 
Hannaford spokesperson. “These new 


hours will support all our associates 
and customers, especially those that are 
most-vulnerable.” 

Both efforts are temporary due to 
the unprecedented demand and re- 
sulting need, attributed to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. Each will be re- 
viewed and revised as circumstances 
evolve. 

Hannaford Supermarkets, based 
in Scarborough, Maine, operates 182 
stores in the Northeast, including the 
one in North Brookfield. Stores are lo- 
cated in Maine, New York, Massachu- 
setts, New Hampshire, and Vermont. 
Hannaford employs more than 26,000 
associates. Additional information can 
be found at Hannaford.com. 
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Hannaford 
donates to 
food banks 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
Hannaford Supermarkets has an- 
nounced its commitment to donate 
$250,000 to support area food banks 
that are experiencing increasing and 
unprecedented demand during the 
widening of the COVID-19 global 
pandemic. The monies will be distrib- 
uted to food banks in Maine, New 
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Vermont 
and New York. 

Additionally, Hannaford 1s kick- 
ing off a register and store kiosk 
donation program at all Hannaford 
grocery stores that will make it easy 
for customers to donate toward hun- 
ger relief. 

Customers can donate to their 
community’s local food bank at the 
register with a $5 or $10 donation or 
with a cash donation at a kiosk lo- 
cated at the front of the store. (For a 
list of recipients for the donation and 
the register donation program please 
refer to the end of the press release.) 

“During these times of uncer- 
tainty, it’s important that we all pull 
together to help one another,” said 
Mike Vail, president of Hannaford. 
“Hannaford has a long tradition of 
nourishing communities and _ this 
donation is just one way that we can 
help extend that care to those who 
need it the most.” 

For those who prefer to make a 
donation directly to the food bank, 
please go to https://foodbank. 
org/2020/03/covid-19-updates/. 

Hannaford Supermarkets, based 
in Scarborough, Maine, operates 182 
stores in the Northeast, including 
one in North Brookfield.. Stores are 
located in Maine, New York, Mas- 
sachusetts, New Hampshire, and 
Vermont. Hannaford employs more 
than 26,000. 
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Turley Publications is seeking an energetic person to fill the 
position of staff writer for two of its weekly publications: the 
Ware River News, which covers Ware, Hardwick and Warren, and 
the Quaboag Current, which covers the Brookfields, Sturbridge 
and New Braintree.This full-time position is based in our Ware 
office at 80 Main St. The successful candidate will have strong 
community journalism skills or the enthusiasm to develop them. 

The staff writer will cover municipal meetings, features 
and general news; essentially everything that unfolds in small 
towns. Assignments will be for both newspapers as well as other 
companywide publications. 
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editorial 


Coronavirus is a 
real threat 


mericans don't like being told what to 
A and the government’s been doing an 
awful lot of telling lately. 

Don't eat out. Don’t send your kids to school. 
Don't have a party. Don’t watch a parade. 

The past week has seen a massive upheaval in 
almost every aspect of almost every American’s 
life — home, work, recreation. None of it has 
been welcome. But — to repeat the phrase we 
all hated when we heard it as children from our 
parents, our doctors and our teachers — it’s for 
our own good. The point is to protect us from 
the coronavirus. 

The coronavirus that quarantined an entire 
metropolis in China. 

The coronavirus that shut down essentially 
the whole country of Italy. 

The coronavirus is not a possibility or a far- 
off fear. It’s a real thing that has been killing 
thousands of people around the world. It’s here 
now, and the only way we can stop it is to keep 
it from jumping from person to person. And the 
only way to do that is to keep people away from 
people. 

A little skepticism about the claims made by 
politicians is a healthy thing, especially when 
theyre trying to justify restrictions on freedom 
of movement and commerce. But this isn’t a 
good time to take a chance on the experts being 
wrong. Everyone in a position of power is say- 
ing the same thing — the coronavirus is a real 
threat. Federal, state and local officials. Doctors 
and public health agencies. Business leaders. 
Politicians from both major parties. 

That the American death toll hasn't yet 
reached the crisis levels of Italy or China 1s not 
a testament to some inherent superiority or 
hardiness of the American public. It’s merely 
a function of the fact that the coronavirus in- 
fected those countries earlier. Public health of- 
ficials aren’t responding to actual deaths on our 
shores. They’re looking at how the disease has 
spread in other countries, and trying to stop it 
from spreading that way here. 

What can you do? 

¢ Practice good hygiene — wash hands fre- 
quently, cough into your sleeve rather than 
hand, disinfect frequently touched surfaces and 
items in the home. 

¢ Stay home. Work from home, learn from 
home, eat at home. Shop online and have items 
delivered. Read books and watch television 
rather than going out for entertainment. Don’t 
host or attend parties. 

¢ Limit contact between elderly people and 
young people. Senior citizens are especially sus- 
ceptible to Covid-19, and children can carry the 
virus without showing any symptoms. 

¢ If you begin to experience a fever or flu-like 
symptoms, call your doctor. 

Unfortunately, by the time symptoms ap- 
pear, the patient has already been carrying — 
and spreading — the disease for as long as two 
weeks. Any of us could be infected right now 
and not realize it, so it’s important that all of us 
work to halt its spread, whether we “feel sick” 
or not. 

The government is forcing some of these 
choices on us. Schools, senior centers and 1n- 


Please see VIRUS, page 5 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Compost in the making 


e have all been spending 
a lot of time at home, 
and for good reason. 


It feels great to get caught up on 
all of the tasks around the house 
that have been put on the back 
burner. One of those jobs that 
I’ve been dreading is cleaning out 
the chicken coop. But alas, this 
past Saturday my oldest daugh- 
ter and I got the job done. When 
faced with the challenge of what 
to do with the spent hay we had the perfect 
solution: start a compost pile! 

It’s easier than you might think to make 
your own compost. Most of us have an ad- 
equate amount of kitchen scraps and yard 
waste on hand to generate enough for a 
small garden. There are numerous books 
on the subject that go into amazing detail 
on what to include and what not to in- 
clude in your compost pile. Simply speak- 
ing, your goal is to combine nitrogen-rich 
ingredients and carbon-rich ingredients 
together so that they decompose to form 
compost. 

Think of yard waste and garden de- 
bris in terms of “green” for nitrogen and 
“brown” for carbon. Grass clippings, 
kitchen waste and freshly fallen leaves and 
weed plants (none with seeds, please) are 
considered green, whereas pine needles, 
dried corn stalks and dried leaves are in 
the brown category. Make alternating lay- 
ers of these ingredients to form a pile at 
least three feet tall by three feet wide. Add 
a shovel full of finished compost or garden 
soil to the pile every now and then to inoc- 
ulate it with beneficial bacteria and fungi. 

Once you have completed the layering 
process you can either let it sit a year until 
next spring, called “lazy man’s compost,” 
or tend to it on a regular basis and end up 
with the finished product in a couple of 
months or less. This will involve watching 
the pile’s temperature and turning it when 
temperatures drop so that it heats up again 
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and again until decomposition 1s 
complete. At this stage, it should 
be dark in color and crumbly in 
texture and have an earthy, inof- 
fensive odor. 

An annual addition of com- 
post does wonders for the gar- 
den. Not only are you increasing 
its fertility, you are improving its 
structure. If your soil is on the 
sandy side, compost works to 
bind aggregates together to hold 
more moisture. Amazingly enough, it has 
the opposite effect on soils with a high 
clay content; they are better able to drain 
thanks to compost. There is even some ev1- 
dence that plant diseases are reduced by its 
integration into the soil. 

Most experts agree that for an estab- 
lished garden, one-half to one inch of 
compost spread on the surface and mixed 
into the top few inches of soil, is all that 
is necessary to maintain status quo. I’ve 
had good luck incorporating a shovel full 
of compost, a sprinkling of lime and bal- 
anced organic fertilizer into the planting 
hole for most vegetable transplants. Gen- 
erally they require no additional fertilizers 
for the remainder of the growing season. 
For vegetables sown in place in the garden, 
just mix those same ingredients into the 
top couple of inches of soil prior to plant- 
ing your seeds. Even perennial borders and 
shrub beds benefit from an application 
of compost. If you don’t have the time to 
scratch it into the soil, simply apply it to 
the surface around your plants and let the 
earthworms do the work for you! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 28 
years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as flowers. Have 
a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@ 
turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
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etters to the ed- 
itor should be 
250 words or 


less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 

Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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Newspaper 


By Ellenor Downer 


assachusetts Audubon So- 
ciety reported the sighting a 
rusty blackbird in Lee. The 


rusty blackbird is about nine inches 
long with black feathers. It has a pale 
yellow eye. The male is black overall 
and the female is dark gray and may 
have brown edges to wing feathers. 
The rusty blackbird has a shorter 
tail and longer bill than the Brewer’s 
blackbird. 

In winter, the male rusty blackbird 
has feathers edged with rusty brown 
on head, back and wings. The rump is 
black. The female in winter has buffy 
under parts and eyebrow with rusty 
back and gray rump. Both the males 
and females tend to be rustier and buf- 
fer in their first fall. 

Rusty blackbirds feed on the ground 
and in very shallow water. They eat in- 
sects, crustaceans, fish, grain and weed 
seeds. The female lays four to five pale, 
greenish eggs with dark marks in a nest 
of grass and moss, and lines it with fin- 
er materials. They build the nest in a 
shrub or tree two to 20 feet above the 
ground. 

Rusty blackbirds form huge winter 
flocks with other blackbirds and star- 
lings. They winter in woods and fields 
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In My Backyard 





Paula Ouimette, the author’s daughter, drew this rusty blackbird. 


near water and summer in spruce bogs 
and wet woods. There song is a squeaky 
“chugalasqueeek” and a “chek” call. 
Other recent Massachusetts Audu- 
bon Society sightings included a 
snow goose in Cheshire on March 6. 
On March 10, sightings included a 
black Guillemot (Arctic subspecies), 
a black Guillemot (tropical subspe- 


cies, 1n Provincetown; a clay-colored 
sparrow and 11 chipping sparrows in 
Eastham and at Race Point, Province- 
town — a Pacific loon, short-eared owl, 
two common Mutrres, 500 razorbills, a 
glaucous gull and 16 Iceland gulls. 


More red-winged blackbirds 
I’ve seen more red-winged black- 
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birds. When I took a walk to the bea- 
ver pond on the edge of my hayfield 
this past weekend, I heard the red- 
winged blackbirds singing “okaleee.” 
Their presence and song is one of the 
signs of spring. Although some robins 
spend the winter in this area, I am now 
seeing more robins in yards and fields. 
I had a lone robin in my yard earlier 
this week. I also saw hooded mergan- 
sers on a pond in New Braintree. 


Black bears 

Black bears out of their winter 
dens. An Oakham couple sent pho- 
tos of a black bear at their bird feed- 
er station eating seeds. I put a small 
amount of seeds and shelled peanuts 
in my tray feeder every morning. Blue 
jays, red-winged blackbirds, _ tuft- 
ed titmice, black-capped chickadees, 
white-breasted nuthatches, downy 
woodpeckers and juncos wait for me to 
fill it. The gray squirrels and an occa- 
sional red squirrel finish what the birds 
don’t get. Hopefully, if a bear wanders 
into my yard, the seeds will be gone. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100 or emailing myback- 
yardS&(@aol.com or edowner@turley. 
com. 





Government can garnish Social Security 
benefits, default on student loans 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — The world 
of America’s senior citizens can be a scary 
place. Aside from the physical hardships 
that come from aging, there are the unex- 
pected financial hardships. For example, 
finding out that Social Security may not 
be the bullet-proof income you thought 
it would be. 

Russell Gloor is a National Social 
Security advisor for the AMAC Foun- 
dation, established by the Association 
of Mature American Citizens in 2013 
with a mission of supporting and edu- 
cating America’s seniors. According to 
Gloor, “Social Security benefits are off 
limits to nearly all creditors, but not the 
federal government. Uncle Sam can gar- 
nish Social Security benefits for certain 
debts you owe, including federal student 
loan debt. Benefits can be garnished for 
court-ordered child support or alimony, 
or for debts owed to the government. 
And, unfortunately, federal student loan 
debt is one of the things for which Uncle 
Sam can garnish Social Security benefits. 
That hurts seniors who depend on Social 
Security as a major source of their retire- 
ment income.” 

AMAC Action’s president, Bob Carl- 
strom, said, “For many seniors, their 
monthly Social Security check is both a 
critical part of, and indeed the safety net, 
of their income and financial situation. It 
needs to be protected from garnishment 
by any party, including the federal gov- 
ernment. We will work towards correct- 
ing this.” 

Research conducted by the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau shows that 
seniors are the fastest-growing segment 
of the population with outstanding stu- 
dent loan debt. In fact, according to the 


CFPB, “In 2018, Americans over the age 
of 50 owed more than $260 billion in stu- 
dent debt, up from $36 billion in 2004, 
according to the Federal Reserve. Nearly 
40 percent of borrowers aged 65 and old- 
er are in default.” 

Gloor says that about 45 percent of 
unmarried Social Security recipients and 
21 percent of married couples rely on 
their benefits for at least 90 percent of 
their income. “Thus, garnishing Social 
Security hurts American seniors when 
they can least afford it. Even though the 
government can garnish only 15 percent 
or your benefits and cannot leave you 
with less than $750 in monthly benefits, 
a 15 percent cut in benefits can be devas- 
tating,” he said. 

An analysis by Forbes Magazine 
shows that although they are not the 
largest segment of the population with 
student loan debt, it is estimated that the 
debt owed by Americans 60 years of age 
and older “has increased 71. percent over 
the last five years” and that the amount 
of debt they owe is more than $84 billion. 

According to the Consumer Finan- 
cial Protection Bureau, “most student 
loan borrowers are young adults between 
the ages of 18 and 39, [but] consumers 
age 60 and older are the fastest-growing 
age-segment of the student loan mar- 
ket. This trend is not only the result of 
borrowers carrying student debt later 
into life, but also the growing number of 
parents and grandparents financing their 
children’s and grandchildren’s college 
education. Today, the majority of older 
student loan borrowers have loans that 
were used to finance their children’s ed- 
ucation. They may have taken out these 
loans directly or cosigned on a loan 





VIRUS from page 4 


creasingly town halls are closed. Public 
gatherings of large numbers of people 
have been banned. Restaurants are closed 
for all but takeout and delivery. 

Some of these lifestyle changes are easy. 


Some are difficult. Some may even be an- 
noying or burdensome. 

But every one of them is better than 
getting infected. And every one of them 
is better than getting your grandparents, 
your parents, or your elderly neighbors 1n- 
fected, too. 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. As soon as possible 

5. Gateway (Arabic) 

8. Doctors’ group 

11. Madder genus of 
plants 

13. A team’s best pitcher 

14. Ancient Greek 
sophist 

15. Go up 

16. Neither 

17. Bolivian river 

18. Manila hemp 

20. Comedienne 
Gasteyer 

21. British School 

22. Human reproductive 
organs 

25. Surrenders 

30. Dog with long, silky 
coat and drooping 
ears 

31. Sun up in New York 

32. Lead alloy 

33. Eastern Asian plant 


38. Rapid deployment 
force (abbr.) 

41, Japanese warrior 

43. Festivity 

45, Interruptions 

47, Nonsense (slang) 

49. Data mining 
methodology (abbr.) 

50. Calvary sword 

90. French river 

56. Global business 
conference (abbr.) 

5/7. Afflicted 

59. Con man’s game 

60. No (Scottish) 

61. Jewish spiritual 
leader 

62. Fish 

63. Camera term (abbr.) 

64. Impudence 

67. Dark brown or black 


CLUES DOWN 
1.A continuous portion 
of a circle 





29. Three cards of the 
same suit 

34. Not in 

35. Human gene 

36. Ancient Chinese 
philosophic concept 

3/7. French river 

39. Thinks up 

40. Type of geological 
deposit 

41. Helps little firms 

42. Area units 

44 A device to remove 

45. Secret political clique 

46. Polite interruption 
sound 

47, Foundation 

48. Clare Boothe _, 
American writer 

51. Swiss river 

92. Prejudice 

93. Actor Idris 

54. Resistance fighters 

58. speak disrespectfully 
of 


2. Genus of seabirds 

3. Infant’s dining 
accessory 

4. Native Americans 
from Arizona 

5. Popular fruit 

6. Poisonous plant 

7. Scolded 

8. Assists 

9, Hand (Spanish) 

10. Amazon product 
identifying system 
(abbr.) 

12. Basics 

14. Cain and __ 

19. Malaria 

23. Indicates particular 
shape 

24. Respiratory disease 

25. Central Standard 
Time 

26. Imitate 

27. Golf score 

28. A place to lay your 
head 
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REGION — The American Red Cross 
strongly urges healthy, eligible individ- 
uals who are feeling well to give blood 
or platelets to help maintain a sufficient 
blood supply and prevent shortages as 
concerns about the outbreak of corona- 
virus disease 2019, or COVID-19, rise in 
the U.S. 

Cold and flu season has already 1m- 
pacted the nation’s ability to maintain 
its blood supply. As the number of coro- 
navirus cases grows in the U.S., the num- 
ber of people eligible to give blood for 
patients in need could decrease further. 

Please make an appointment to do- 
nate blood now by using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App, visiting RedCross- 
Blood.org, calling 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) or enabling the Blood 
Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo device. 
Blood donors with type O blood and 
all platelet donors are especially needed 
right now. 

Donating blood is a safe process and 
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Blood donations needed amid coronavirus concerns 


people should not hesitate to give or 
receive blood. There are no data or evi- 
dence that this coronavirus can be trans- 
missible by blood transfusion, and there 
have been no reported cases worldwide 
of transmissions for any respiratory vi- 
rus, including this coronavirus, from a 
transfusion. Nonetheless, the Red Cross 
has implemented new blood donation 
deferrals out of an abundance of cau- 
tion. Individuals are asked to postpone 
their donation for 28 days following: 
Travel to China and its special adminis- 
trative regions, Hong Kong and Macau, 
as well as Iran, Italy and South Korea; 
diagnosis of COVID-19, contact with a 
person who has or is suspected to have 
the virus. 

As the situation evolves, the Red 
Cross will continue to evaluate all 
emerging risks in collaboration with the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion and industry partners to determine 


if additional intervention strategies are 
needed. Together, they stand ready to 
keep the American public informed and 
prepared. 

Blood donation process 

The Red Cross only collects blood 
from individuals who are healthy and 
feeling well at the time of donation — 
and who meet other eligibility require- 
ments, available at RedCrossBlood.org. 

At each blood drive and donation 
center, Red Cross employees follow 
thorough safety protocols including 
wearing gloves, routinely wiping down 
donor-touched areas, using sterile col- 
lection sets for every donation, and 
preparing the arm for donation with 
an aseptic scrub. These mitigation mea- 
sures will help ensure blood recipient 
safety, as well as staff and donor safety 
in reducing contact with those who may 
potentially have this respiratory infec- 
tion. 

A blood donation takes about an 


hour from start to finish, but the actu- 
al donation itself only takes about 8-10 
minutes. Donors can also save up to 15 
minutes at the blood drive by complet- 
ing a RapidPass. With RapidPass®, 
donors complete the pre-donation read- 
ing and health history questionnaire 
online, on the day of donation, from a 
mobile device or computer. To complete 
a RapidPass, follow the instructions at 
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or use 
the Red Cross Blood Donor App. 

To donate blood, individuals need 
to bring a blood donor card or driver’s 
license or two other forms of identifica- 
tion that are required at check-in. Indi- 
viduals who are 17 years of age in most 
states (16 with parental consent where 
allowed by state law), weigh at least 110 
pounds and are in generally good health 
may be eligible to donate blood. High 
school students and other donors 18 
years of age and younger also must meet 
certain height and weight requirements. 





Banks to remain open, customers urged to bank electronically 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts Bank- 
ers Association announced that banks 
throughout the commonwealth will re- 
main open while keeping their customers 
and employees safe. 

According to Gov. Charlie Baker’s or- 
der issued March 23, financial institutions 
such as banks are considered essential ser- 
vices and will not be subject to the closure. 

“While we strongly encourage all 
Massachusetts residents to heed the Gov- 
ernor’s stay at home advisory and use 


online or mobile banking, consumers 
will continue to have access to banking 
services during the mandatory non-es- 
sential business closure,” said Daniel J. 
Forte, MBA president and CEO. “The 
safest place for your money right now is 
in your local bank where it is insured up 
to $250,000 by the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation. Many Massachusetts 
banks also have excess insurance to pro- 
tect your funds.” 

Consumers needing access to banking 


services should check with their institu- 
tion, as many banks have closed branch 
lobbies, reduced hours or shifted to drive- 
through only at some locations in an ef- 
fort to protect their customers and em- 
ployees, the MBA advises. However, bank 
staff are available to serve customers and 
answer questions. In addition, access to 
funds through online and mobile bank- 
ing, ATMs and at point of sale transac- 
tions remains available during this time. 
The Massachusetts Bankers Associa- 


tion represents 135 commercial, savings, 
cooperative, and federal savings banks 
and savings and loan associations with 
approximately $380 billion in local assets, 
72,000 employees across Massachusetts 
and New England, over 2,000 banking 
locations, more than 4,500 ATMs, and 
donate more than $105 million annually 
to social agencies and charitable organi- 
zations across the commonwealth. For 
more information, visit www.massbank- 
ers.org. 





Valley Press Club scholarship deadline extended to Friday, April 17 


Deadline for The Valley Press Club 
Scholarships for students who are inter- 
ested in pursuing a career in journalism, 
has been extended to Friday, April 17. 

Scholarships available are: 

¢ The Valley Press Club Scholarships, 
funded by contributions and dues to the 
Press Club, are for students planning ca- 
reers in print, online or broadcast jour- 
nalism. 

¢ The Republican Scholarship, funded 
by The Republican, is for students living 
within the newspaper’s circulation area 
who are planning careers in print jour- 
nalism. 


Xl The 22News Scholarship, fund- 
ed by WWLP-22News is for students 
planning careers in broadcast journal- 
ism. 

¢ The Edward J. Malley Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship, established in memory of a 
chief photographer for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students planning ca- 
reers in photojournalism. 

¢ The Rhonda Swan Memorial Schol- 
arship, established in memory of the 
award-winning journalist, editor and 
author, 1s for students who are underrep- 
resented, in the Springfield, Mass. area, 
planning careers in journalism. 


¢ The Al Jaffe Scholarship, funded 
by Mr. Jaffe, the Valley Press Club’s first 
scholarship recipient in 1964, who retired 
in 2015 as vice president of talent nego- 
tiation and production recruitment at 
ESPN, is for students planning careers in 
broadcast journalism or sports journal- 
ism. 

Primary emphasis is placed on career 
goals, writing ability, scholastic aptitude 
and overall achievement as measured 
by an applicant’s high school transcript, 
class rank, academic awards, SAT scores 
and extracurricular activities. 

Scholarship applications are available 


at www.ValleyPressClub.com. Applica- 
tions may be sent by mail to Noreen Tas- 
sinarl, VPC Scholarship Chair, Eastern 
States Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., 
West Springfield, MA 01089 or electron- 
ically to NTassinari@TheBigE.com. The 
deadline for submissions is now April 
17. Over the course of five decades, The 
Valley Press Club has presented over 
$130,000 in scholarships to eligible stu- 
dents. 

The Valley Press Club consists of ac- 
tive and retired journalists and public re- 
lations professionals from corporate and 
nonprofit organizations. 
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fined to their homes and does not 
support home confinement for public 
health reasons. 

The order also limits gatherings to 
10 people during the state of emer- 
gency, a reduction from the 25-person 
limit established in an earlier order. 

This includes community, civic, 
public, leisure, faith-based events, 
and any similar event or activity that 
brings together more than 10 persons 
in any confined indoor or outdoor 
space. The order does not prohibit 
gatherings of more than 10 people in 
an outdoor space, like a park or ath- 
letic field, but underlines that people 
should follow social distancing guide- 
lines. 

Intrastate waste and _ recycling 
collection and disposal will continue 
uninterrupted during the COVID-19 
emergency. 

Due to the essential nature of these 


services and anticipated impacts due 
to the COVID-19 outbreak, the ad- 
ministration’s emergency order pro- 
vides relief from state and federal 
requirements that govern the hours 
of service allowed for commercial 
vehicle operators involved in waste 
and recycling transportation and col- 
lection, while maintaining important 
safety protections and measures. 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection Commis- 
sioner Martin Suuberg said, “It is 
imperative that residents across the 
(state) be able to rely on key services 
such as waste and recycling collection 
and disposal. By issuing this emergen- 
cy order, we can better protect pub- 
lic health by ensuring that residents 
are able to maintain proper hygiene, 
cleanliness and social distancing in 
their homes while navigating these 
new and challenging circumstances.” 
HYPERLINK “https://www.mass. 
gov/doc/covid-19-essential- 
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“Tm really excited about the possi- 
bility,’ said Koziol, who markets under 
the name Farmer Matt through his farm. 
“Details and permits have to be worked 
out with the Board of Health, but if it’s 
possible we could offer five pounds of 
beef, five pounds of produce that would 
produce five meals and a salad.” There 
will be two-person and four-person CSA 
boxes if approved. 

Other farms, such as Honey Bee Or- 
chards, also in West Brookfield, Walker 
Farm in New Braintree and West Brook- 
field, and Misty River View Farm, also in 
New Braintree. 

At Misty River View Farm, they offer 
eight different flavors of goat and lamb 
sausage, goose eggs and homemade 
soap, which is made with Swiss milk, 
Koziol said, and Walker Farm offers ani- 
mal welfare approved, certified beef. 

He is also trying to work with the 
Board of Health to include farm fresh 
eggs, as they have specific regulations 
and protocols that must be met, he said. 

“As people are following the state’s 
direction, more people are going to be 
staying home,” he said. “This could be an 


answer for them because we'll deliver it 
to their door, they don’t have to go out.” 

He said if approved, there custom- 
ers could request tweaks, such as Hon- 
ey Bee providing deli meat and cheese, 
which they offer in their store on Route 
9. “That would be the unique aspect of 
it,” he said. 

“The problem with today’s grocery 
store food chain 1s it’s set up to provide 
food just-in-time,” Koziol said, and isn’t 
prepared to provide so much in such a 
little time. 

The CSAs packages would include 
sweet potatoes, white potatoes, garlic, 
onions, celery and pepper, he said. 

Different farmers and outlets, such as 
Honey Bee, can buy certain produce that 
isn’t being grown locally at wholesalers 
near Worcester to round out the offer- 
ings. 

“We would source the vegetables with 
the least amount of food miles,” he said, 
such as getting fresh broccoli at whole- 
salers. 

Koziol and other farmers are hoping 
if this early spring CSA is approved and 
made available, then they could offer 
summer CSA boxes together and retain 
customers from the spring. 


Monday, March 9 
11:28 a.m. Initiated — Vandalism Ste- 
vens Road — Officer Handled 
4:50 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency Po- 
dunk Road — Services Rendered 


Tuesday, March 10 
1:14 p.m. Initiated — Vandalism Stevens 
Road — Services Rendered 


Sunday, March 1 
4:23 p.m. Phone — Alarm Oakham 
Cut Off Road — Checked/Secured 


Tuesday, March 3 
9:56 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Inves- 
tigation Rte. 67 — Officer Handled 


Thursday, March 5 
12:38 p.m. Walk-in — Found/Lost 
Property Memorial Drive — Officer 
Handled 
10:42 p.m. Walk-in — Larceny/Theft/ 
Shoplifting Memorial Drive — Report 
Taken 


Friday, March 6 
5:17 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
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EAST BROOKFIELD POLICE LOG 


Wednesday, March 11 

10:36 a.m. Initiated — Forgery/Fraud 
Howe Street — Services Rendered 

2:34 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Harrington Street — Vehicle Towed 

7:35 p.m. 911 — Fire, Brush Court Ex- 
tinguished 

Thursday, March 12 

10:32 a.m. Radio — Motor Vehicle Stop 

East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Friday, March 13 
7:32 p.m. 911—Complaint/Motor Vehi- 
cle Operations Rte. 49 — Negative Contact 


Saturday, March 14 
1:58 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 
4:19 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Podunk Road — Written Warning 


NEW BRAINTREE POLICE LOG 


Stop Ravine Road — Citation Issued 
5:32 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Ravine Road — Citation Issued 


Sunday, March 8 
12:17 p.m. 911 — Fire, Other West 
Road — No Action Required 


Wednesday, March 11 
4:01 pm. 911 — Carbon Monoxide 
Alarm Prouty Road — Investigated 
5:57 p.m. Initiated — Fire, Illegal 
Burn/Permit Moore Road — Extin- 
guished 


Thursday, March 12 
3:45 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Barre Cut Off Road — Citation Is- 


sued 

5:24 p.m. Initiated - Radar Hardwick 
Road — Citation Issued 

5:38 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Hardwick Road — Citation Issued 


Saturday, March 14 
8:08 p.m. 911 — Complaint/Motor 
Vehicle Operations Gilbertville Road — 
Investigated 


Sunday, March 15 
6:30 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Gilbertville Road — Transported to Hos- 
pital 


Monday, March 16 
1:52 p.m. Phone — Alarm Hardwick 
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Sunday, March 15 
2:22 a.m. Initiated — Parking Com- 
plaint East Main Street — Citation Issued 
9:48 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Issued 


Monday, March 16 
Arrest: Kyle C. Dirico, East Brookfield 
Warrant 


Road — Services Rendered 


Tuesday, March 17 
5:42 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Skivira Lane — Services Rendered 


Wednesday, March 18 
12:35 p.m. Phone — Larceny/Theft/ 
Shoplifting Ravine Road — Report Tak- 
en 


Thursday, March 19 
5:15 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard Gil- 
bertville Road — Services Rendered 


Monday, March 23 
10:28 a.m. 911 — Disabled Motor Ve- 
hicle Barr Road — Services Rendered 





Fire officials 


REGION - State Fire Marshal Peter 
J. Ostroskey said, “Early spring is typi- 
cally the time when firefighters are busy 
fighting brush fires. As the season chang- 
es, the winds can be strong and unpre- 
dictable. Please conduct open burning 
safely and watch the wind. Have a permit 
and to be ready to shut it down quickly if 
the weather changes.” 

April worst month 

Historically April is the worst month 
for brush fires. Many people rush to 
conduct open burning before the season 
ends on May | and may burn too much 
at once. Spring is typically a windy 
time of the year as the weather pattern 
changes. The snow pack has melted, but 
the ground is only just starting to green 
up and there is plenty of dry vegetation 
and leaves from last year to serve as 
tinder. Dry, hot and windy conditions 
make it perfect for brush fires to start 
and to get out of control, and hard for 
firefighters to bring them under control. 

Don’t delay 

If the fire should get out of control, 
call the fire department immediately. 
“Winds can fan the flames and fire can 
spread faster than a person can run,” 
said Ostroskey. “Use the utmost caution 


ask public’s to help prevent brush fires 


to prevent injury and damage to your 
own and your neighbor’s property,” he 
added. 
Low Number of 2019 Brush Fires Not 
Likely to be Repeated 

“Due to the wet spring, 2019 had the 
second lowest number of brush fires on 
record; we are not likely to be so lucky in 
2020,” said Ostroskey. “The spring brush 
fire season has already started.” The five- 
year average number of brush fires (2015- 
2019) is 5,065. In 2019, there were only 
2,705 brush fires in Massachusetts. The 
Massachusetts Fire Incident Reporting 
System collects data on grass fires, brush 
fires, wildland fires, woods fires and oth- 
er outside natural vegetation fires and we 
refer to them as “brush fires.” 

Taxing departments 

Brush fires are labor intensive and 
take a long time to bring under control. 
Multiple brush fires can severely tax a 
community’s firefighting resources. Pre- 
vention is the best approach. 

Burn safely 

Open burning that has gotten out 
of control is the cause of many brush 
fires. Open burning season, in commu- 
nities where it is allowed, ends on May 
1. A permit is required from the local 


fire warden, usually the local fire chief. 
Burning can only take place when both 
air quality and fire conditions are ac- 
ceptable. “Weather conditions change 
rapidly, so watch the wind and be pre- 
pared to extinguish your brush pile. A 
sudden wind change is how most open 
burning fires get out of control,” said 
Ostroskey. 

Open burning is prohibited at all 
times in these communities: Arlington, 
Belmont, Boston, Brookline, Cam- 
bridge, Chelsea, Chicopee, Everett, Fall 
River, Holyoke, Lawrence, Lowell, Mal- 
den, Medford, New Bedford, Newton, 
Somerville, Springfield, Waltham, Wa- 
tertown, West Springfield, Worcester. 

State fire wardens determine each 
day whether conditions are safe for 
open burning. Weather and air qualli- 
ty can change rapidly, especially in the 
spring, and fire departments can rescind 
permits when that happens. Follow lo- 
cal procedures for using the permit on 
any given day. 

How to Safely Burn Brush 

‘Burn between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. with a permit from the fire 
warden (usually the fire chief). 

‘Burn only when air quality 1s accept- 


able for burning. Local authorities will 
call the MassDEP Air Quality Hotline 
at 800-882-1497 or visit MassAir Online 
to find out if it is. 

‘Burn only on your own property as 
close as possible to the source of materi- 
al to be burned, no less than 75 feet away 
from all dwellings and away from utility 
lines. 

‘Have fire suppression tools handy; 
keep a fire extinguisher or charged gar- 
den hose, and a shovel and a rake close 
by. 

‘An adult must constantly monitor 
the fire. Leaving burning unattended 1s a 
reason to revoke burning permits. 

‘Use paper and kindling to start a fire 
and progressively add larger pieces of 
wood. Parts of a leftover Christmas tree 
may also be used. 

‘Never use gasoline, kerosene or any 
other flammable liquid to start a fire. The 
risk of injury in these cases is too high. 

‘Burn one small pile at a time and 
slowly add to it. This will help keep the 
fire from getting out of control. 

‘Burn the fire down to the coals, 
drown them with water, spread them 
out, and then drown them again. Com- 
pletely extinguish the fire before leaving. 





sparky the Fire Dog celebrates 69 years, reminding public of fire safety 


Everybody’s favorite fire safety dog, 
Sparky the Fire Dog, celebrates his 
69th birthday recently. In recognition 
of Sparky’s big day, the National Fire 
Protection Association is reminding the 
public that fire continues to present real 
risks and must be taken seriously: A 
structure fire occurs in the U.S. every 24 
seconds, resulting in an annual average 
of 493,797 fires, 2,844 deaths, 12,812 in- 
juries, and $10.5 billion in direct prop- 
erty damage. 

“Sparky is an emblem of fire safety 
for kids and adults alike, and his mes- 
sages are just as relevant today as they 
were nearly 70 years ago,” said Lorraine 
Carli, vice president of outreach and 
advocacy for NFPA. 

According to Carli, today’s homes 
burn faster than ever, making home fire 
safety messages all the more critical. 


“While the number of home fires have 
declined significantly over the past four 
decades, the risk of dying in a fire re- 
mains about the same, which means we 
still have a lot more work to do to make 
the pubic safer from fire.” 

Created by NFPA in 1951, Sparky 
has served as the association’s official 
mascot for nearly seven decades, help- 
ing fire professionals, teachers, civic 
organizations, corporations, and the 
media deliver invaluable fire and life 
safety educational insights to people of 
all ages. With dogged determination, 
Sparky has elevated awareness around 
the places people are at greatest risk to 
fire, while promoting basic but essential 
prevention messages. 

“People tend to be over-confident 
when it comes to fire safety, particularly 
at home. In many cases, that compla- 


cency translates to a lack of planning 
and prevention, which puts people at 
increased risk,” said Carli. “In short, 
Sparky still has a lot of work to do 
when it comes to educating the public 
about how to truly be safe from fire.” 
As Sparky blows out the battery-op- 
erated candles on his 69th birthday 
cake, consider some of his key fire safe- 
ty messages: Install smoke alarms on ev- 
ery level of the home, in each bedroom, 
and near all sleeping areas. Test smoke 
alarms once a month using the test but- 
ton. Make a home escape plan with 
all members of your household. Draw 
a map of the home, marking all doors 
and windows with a path from each exit 
to the outside, and choose a meeting 
place outside where everyone will meet 
upon exiting. Practice your escape plan 
regularly — at least twice a year - with all 


members of your household. 

Sparky’s website offers a wealth of 
age-appropriate games, videos, apps, 
and other activities that make learn- 
ing about fire safety easy and fun. Visit 
Sparky’s Facebook page for additional 
fire safety information, resources and 
messages, many of which can be easily 
downloaded and shared. 

Founded in 1896, NFPA is a glob- 
al self-funded nonprofit organization 
devoted to eliminating death, injury, 
property and economic loss due to fire, 
electrical and related hazards. The asso- 
ciation delivers information and knowl- 
edge through more than 300 consensus 
codes and standards, research, training, 
education, outreach and advocacy; and 
by partnering with others who share an 
interest in furthering the NFPA mis- 
sion. 
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recreational reminders 
Rock House offers trails and a little history 


By Eileen Kennedy 
Staff writer 


WEST BROOKFIELD — As many 
residents are staying at home during 
the COVID-19 outbreak with school 
and work shutdowns, it’s still import- 
ant to get outside — as long as it 1s pos- 
sible to remain at least six feet apart 
from others while doing so. 

The Quaboag Current plans on pro- 
viding a weekly reminder of the out- 


door resources available in this incred- 
ibly attractive area. Due to its unique 
characteristics, the Rock House Res- 
ervation, owned and managed by the 
Trustees of the Reservation, 1s the first 
one. 

It’s right on Route 9 just over the 
line from Ware, with well-marked signs 
and two parking areas. There 1s almost 
always at least one car in the parking 
lot in the middle of weekdays, so it’s 
probably better to check the parking 


Open for the Season 


Friday, March 27 


SPRUCEDALE GARDENS 
NURSERY & GREENHOUSE 


For our customers’ safety and convenience, we will continue 
to offer delivery service. We are also offering a new pick-up 
seruice- simply order and pay by phone, and we will have 

your items ready for you when you arrive. 


We hope you will be able to enjoy the outdoors, and beautiful 


springtime. Gardening is a relaxing and healthy way to 
appreciate beauty, as well as to enjoy growing fresh food! 
And it’s a great skill to share with children. 


Plant something 
and watch it grow! 
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We carry trees, shrubs, 
perennial flowers, hanging baskets, 
herbs, annual and vegetable plants, 

European alpine geraniums, 


fruit plants, seeds and much more. 
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Sprucedale Gardens 
Nursery & Greenhouse 


20 E. Quasset Road 


Woodstock, CT 06281 


(860) 974-0045 


www. sprucedalegardens.com 





WE ARE OPEN!!! 


Come In & Stock Up - Plenty Of Frozen Foods 
Fresh Items Will Be Priced On A Daily Basis 


GREAT DEALS 


90meat.com 


90 Meat Outlet 


zat SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION © SERVICE 
90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


BUY DIRECT FOR 


fo) We reserve the right to limit quantities. 
“ OUIS: Mon. - Wed. 8-4 
SALE DATES: 3/26/20 - 4/01/20 thurs. 8-6 » Fri. 8-6 Sat. 8-3 





lots first. If they’re full, the park is 
likely pretty full and trying it at anoth- 
er time might be the best idea. There’s 
no point visiting a particular park or 
recreation area if it 1s too crowded. 

Those who have shared their experi- 
ences on outdoor hiking websites have 
said the reservation’s trails are relative- 
ly easy even in the snow, so this latest 
snowfall should not prevent hikers 
from trying them out. 

So what makes it unique in this 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 


This paper will not be 


responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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area? That would be the large rock for- 
mations that seem to offer shelter in 
cave-like structures. The Trustees say 
it might have been a winter camp for 
Native Americans because of the large 
size of the rock formation and because 
it offers a southern exposure. The for- 
mation is between 20 and 30 feet high 
and is right by the man-made Carter 
Pond. There is also Balance Rock, a 


Please see TRAILS, page 10 
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Carter Pond at Rock House Reservation on Route 9 in West Brookfield. A 
small musuem and nature center can be seen above the pond. 


A rock formation from which the recreation area, Rock House 
Reservation, takes its name. 
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A slab i ananians man-made Carter Pond and the man who created it, 
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Senior softball league 
seeks to start on time 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


While many are hunkering 
down trying to wait out the 
coronavirus pandemic that 
was crippled regular life, and 
especially the sports world 
with no competitions of any 
kind due to the edict from 
state and federal officials bar- 
ring gatherings of 25 people or 
more. 

But the Western Mass. Rel- 
ics, a softball league for senior 
citizens, is still planning to 
hold its season-opening jam- 
boree on April 25. 

Steve Lepow, the pub- 
lic relations director for the 
league, says the league has be- 
gun booking its field for play, 
and the Ludlow-based league, 
which draws plays from all 
over the region and into Con- 
necticut, claims the field will 
be available come the start of 
the season. 

“We lease the softball field 
from Fish and Game and we 


met the owner and posed the 
question about having to delay 
the start of the season,” Lep- 
ow said. “He assured us the 
softball field will be available 
to us even if the bar is closed 
because of the coronavirus.” 

The season starts on April 
25 with a jamboree of mod- 
ified games with the regular 
season beginning on April 27. 

“Full games are supposed 
to happen on April 27,” said 
Lepow. “We play seven in- 
ning games with two divisions. 
The silver division is for 50 to 
65-year-olds and the gold divi- 
sion 1s for ages 65 and older. 
Our oldest player is 89-years- 
old.” 

The purpose of the league 
is to have fun and build friend- 
ships. 

Lepow said regardless of 
where the pandemic stands, 
the league does plan to fore- 
go typical hand-shaking lines 
post game. 


Please see SOFTBALL, page 10 





SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


The Western Mass. Relics, a senior softball league, play during last season. The 
softball league is still planning to begin play on April 25 amid coronavirus concerns. 
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Kemp makes New England 
wrestling championships 


By Karen A. Lewis 
Sports Correspondent 


BARRE - It was an extend- 
ed season for Quabbin wrestler 
Tristan Kemp as he competed 
in four post season tourna- 
ments, placing in all of them. 

“Tristan had a great show- 
ing at the end of the year and 
fought hard to place so high,” 
said Quabbin wrestling coach 
Mike Adams. 

Leading off with a first at 
Sectionals, the heavy weight 
continued his winning ways 
with a first in the Division 3 
States. In the larger pool of 
wrestlers at All-States, Kemp 
earned a third-place medal 
and rounded out his season at 
the New England Meet with a 
fourth place showing. 

“It’s a hard question to an- 
swer if I’m happy with how my 
season went, because everyone 
wants to get first at every tour- 
nament,” said Kemp, a junior 
who will be back for one more 
year of high school wrestling. 
“T think I did well, but at the 
same time I’m not content 
with the results.” 

Kemp’s drive to always get 
better 1s not only limited to 
wrestling season. 

“He trains very hard 
throughout the year and also 
in the off season,” Adams said. 
“He is a wrestler who does not 
only push himself during the 
season, but also puts in the 
work out of season in order 
to be the best he can be when 
it comes time to the season. 
He plays other sports, which 
allows him to compete, which 
essentially makes him a better 
athlete when it comes to wres- 
tling season.” 

During the New England 
Meet, facing all of the tough- 
est heavyweight wrestlers 
throughout the six states, 
Kemp swept all three match- 
es the first day of the tourna- 
ment, defeating New Hamp- 
shire’s third, Maine’s first and 
the Rhode Island first, to make 


Please see WRESTLING, page 10 
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Panther Tristan Kemp looks for the match win at the All States Meet. 
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A congratulatory hug is given to Quabbin heavyweight Tristan Kemp by his coach Mike 


Adams at the All States Meet recently. 





MIAA postpones spring sports season to April 27 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


Following the first post- 
ponement of spring sports, 
the Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association 
made a subsequent vote to 
further delay the start of the 
spring sports to April 27. 

The original start date of 


spring sports was March 16. It 
was delayed to March 30 when 
many schools began cancel- 
ling classes for two weeks due 
to the coronavirus outbreak. 
The MIAA’s Board of Di- 
rectors were scheduled to meet 
again by teleconference this 
week to continue to monitor 
the situation. However, the 
March 20 teleconference re- 


vealed some decisions that be- 
came necessary by the contin- 
ued postponement of spring 
sports. 

The MIAA has agreed to 
only hold a postseason tour- 
nament is spring sports begins 
on April 27. If the MIAA has 
to make another postpone- 
ment, then the tournaments in 
all spring sports will be can- 


celled and high schools will 
only play a modified schedule. 

Additionally, there will not 
be any exceptions made to 
Rule 34, which dictates how 
many contests a team can have 
in a given week. 

Depending on the sport, 
the number of competitions in 
a week can range from two to 
four. It modifies in the events 


makeups are held, such as in 
the case of baseball or soft- 
ball. 

The board also voted unan- 
imously to waive the 10-prac- 
tice rule before competition 
can happen. The board voted 
to make it seven calendars 
from the start of practices. 


Please see SPORTS, page 10 
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THOMPSON, Conn. -- After 
conversations with all stakeholders, 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park announced on Tuesday the new 
date for the 46th annual Liquid Death 
Icebreaker weekend. The prestigious 
event is now tentatively set to take 
place May 15 and 16, including the 
headlining NASCAR Whelen Modi- 
fied Tour Death To Plastic 150. 

Due to the current COVID-19 out- 
break, the date is tentative, as the sit- 
uation is fluid and changes are occur- 
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- sports - 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports reschedules events 


ring across the motorsports industry 
daily. A full schedule for the event will 
be released once available. 

The original date for the Liquid 
Death Icebreaker, April 3 to 5, was 
postponed due to the COVID-19 out- 
break, but Thompson Speedway of- 
ficials were committed to finding the 
right date and releasing it to the pub- 
lic as quickly as possible. 

“After working with all of the dif- 
ferent parties involved, we feel this is 
the best weekend to run the Icebreak- 


er and kick-off the Thompson racing 
season,’ Terry Eames, the General 
Manager of Thompson Speedway 
Motorsports Park, said. “Just like 
the entire racing community, we are 
disappointed that we can’t start the 
race season as originally scheduled. 
However, we will continue to abide 
by our Connecticut Governor Ned 
Lamont’s Executive Orders and CDC 
suggestions during this time. We ful- 
ly expect to begin the season with the 
Icebreaker, May 15-16, and look for- 


ward to seeing everyone back at the 
track soon.” 

The health of our valued race 
teams, fans, staff and customers 1s 
paramount during the COVID-19 
outbreak. We have cleaned the prop- 
erty thoroughly to do our part to stop 
the spread of the virus and will con- 
tinue to do so in the future. 

For more information on Thomp- 
son Speedway Motorsports Park, visit 
thompsonspeedway.com and follow 
the track on social media. 





Sign-ups ongoing for Over-30 
Baseball Quabbin League 


REGION — The Quabbin Valley 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for 2020 season. The league 
has six teams, several with open roster 
spots. Last year, the league voted to al- 
low players age 28 and 29 to be able to 
join the league, though players under 30 
are not eligible to pitch. The cost of the 
league this season is $192. 

For players new to the league, there 
will be a workout held in early April pri- 
or to the league’s annual draft. Players 


will have an opportunity to showcase 
their skills before being selected to a 
team for the season. The season is 15 
regular season games plus at least one 
playoff game. Games are nine innings 
and metal (BBCOR -3) or wood bats are 
allowed. Fields locations are through- 
out Western Mass. 

For more information on the league, 
or if you are interested in registering, go 
to https://www.quabbinvalleybaseball. 
org/. The league is also in Facebook. 





Valley Wheel baseball league 
looking for new players 


REGION — The Valley Wheel 
Over-30 Baseball League is seeking 
new players for the upcoming 2020 
season, which is set to begin near the 
end of April. The league is seeking 
players ages 28 and up. Players turn- 
ing 28 this year are eligible. However, 
only players 30 and older can pitch. 
The league plays 15 regular season 
games with games being held mostly 
on Sundays with a couple of weekday 
games thrown in the mix as well as a 


special Mother’s Day Saturday game 
in early May. If interested in trying 
out, go to www.valleywheelbaseball. 
com. The rules of the league and new 
player forms can be found on the site. 
For further information, you can con- 
tact the league’s commissioner, Jim 
Nason at wheell2@comcast.net or 
call him at (413) 433-4308. Tryouts 
will be taking place in the early weeks 
of April, weather permitting, with a 
draft following the tryouts. 





SPORTS from page 9 


The maximum number of competi- 
tions was also modified to 12 for most 
sports for tournament participation. A 
team must have at least eight contests 
for postseason participation. 

A typical baseball or softball sched- 
ule is normally 18 to 20 games, while 
lacrosse and volleyball compete in 16 
to 18 contests. 

According to the board of direc- 
tors, there is a movement to try and 
keep student-athletes from missing 
their senior season, especially after the 
state tournament was interrupted for 
basketball and hockey. 

“Based on the charge from the BOD 
to have a spring sport season start 
date of April 27,” the board minutes 
state. “Discussion regarding a timeline 
for post-season play took place. The 
Tournament Management Committee 
is committed to allow for broad partic- 
ipation at all levels this spring. Keep- 
ing student-athletes connected, in- 
volved and engaged has meaning and 


purpose after the challenges that were 
faced at the end of the winter season 
and spring sports in general.” 

School districts across the state have 
been ordered closed through April 7. 
That order was made by Gov. Charlie 
Baker. Baker has not made a decision 
or set a deadline to revisit that closure 
and whether or not to extend it. 

The MIAA has posted a fluid doc- 
ument on its website answering ques- 
tions about the current situation. The 
document is considered fluid and 1s up- 
dated when new developments occur. 

The MIAA has specifically stat- 
ed that no sports can be practice or 
played prior to April 27. Additionally, 
coaches unable to interact with their 
players before that date. 

The MIAA plans to provide guid- 
ance on health and safety guidelines 
for spring sports if there are still con- 
cerns about the coronavirus when 
schools resume competition. 

The board was scheduled to meet 
Tuesday morning with an update to be 
publish after that meeting. 





SOFTBALL from page 9 


“We will eliminate hand-shaking 
lines after the game and fist bumps,” 
said Lepow. “We have safety rules to 
prevent contact such as two first base 
bags (orange for the runner and white 
for the fielder. We also have a screen for 
the pitchers circle to protect the pitch- 
ei" 

Lepow says player safety will be a 
top concern. 

“Safety is our number one concern, 
said Lepow. In addition to the things 
to the hand-shaking, we are asking any 


9 





CHECK OUT ALL THE 








player who is sick not to come. We are 
also providing wipes or other sanitizers 
to use on bats. On our website we have 
information constantly being added to 
keep players advised on what we are 
doing to ensure safety.” 

The commissioner of the league re- 
cently emailed players asking them to 
use common sense and announce that 
the season is still on. 

The league’s only opposition could 
come at the local, state, or federal level 
if the games are not exempted from the 
gathering restrictions that have been 
made. 
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WRESTLING from page 9 


it to the semifinals. 

On the second day of the tourna- 
ment, Kemp fell in a tight match to 
MA%ss second-place finisher. In the 
consolation semifinals, he wrestled 
and pinned the Massachusetts cham- 
pion. In the final match to determine 
third place in the tournament, Kemp 
had a rematch with Rhode Island 
first, but unfortunately didn’t fare as 
well as he did in their initial match 
and fell to his opponent, but still 
earned the fourth-place berth. 

“Tristan is a great athlete, has a 
great work ethic and determination 
in order to get better,” stated Adams. 
“He 1s exactly what a coach wants in 
terms of work ethic when it comes to 
improving themselves and wanting 
to perform at their best. He is a very 
coachable athlete which is sometimes 
hard to find in high school athletes.” 

Plans are currently up in the air for 
the upcoming national tournament, 
where Kemp had already earned the 
All-American status twice when he 
placed in the top eight the both years 
he participated. 

“Depending on how this year goes 
and if the tournament runs, Tristan 
plans on placing this year, hopefully 
improving his seventh-place finish 


from last year,” said Adams. 

Aside from Kemp, several other 
Quabbin wrestlers saw beyond the 
regular season when they competed 
in the Sectional tournament. Panther 
Cole Wilson earned a fifth-place spot 
and was an alternate at the Division 
3 States. Sophomore C.J. Podkowka 
also did well by placing fourth and 
was one match away from placing 
eighth at the D3 States. 

Quabbin junior Kenny Stolgitis 
finished off his season with a sec- 
ond-place finish at Sectionals and an 
eighth at D3 States. 

“Although Kenny did not qualify 
for All-States, he had a great showing 
and proved to be very impressive at 
the end of the year,” Adams said. 

Between a successful camp for the 
younger kids and the excitement that 
was generated this year during the 
regular season, Adams has positive 
thoughts for the future of the pro- 
gram. 

“T hope to see more athletes come 
out for wrestling,” said Adams. “I 
do believe we will be able to find a 
few more and will see much more 
from the youth camp as they get old- 
er. Iam excited to see some of those 
young athletes come through and 
look forward to coaching at Quabbin 
for a long time.” 





TRAILS from page 8 


boulder left behind thousands of 
years ago on a large stone outcrop. 

The Trustees say that in 1866, Wil- 
liam Adams, added pastures around 
the the Rock House to his 281-acre 
farm on Ragged Hill Road. The farm 
remained in the Adams family for 125 
years, and he created Carter Pond. 
There are also two trails thought to 
be created by Native Americans. 

In the early 1900s until about 
1920, the Rock House was a popu- 
lar stop on the Copper Line, an elec- 
tric trolley that ran between West 
Brookfield and Ware. Visitors came 
to picnic in and explore the aban- 
doned pastures. The reservation is 
also next to the birthplace of Lucy 
Stone, the women’s rights advocate 


of the 1800s. 

In 1993, the Trustees received an 
anonymous gift of the property, and 
it bought more land in 2002, provid- 
ing 196 acres of meadows, forest, 
streams and a man-made lake. 

There are three trails, which are 
mostly moderate in difficulty, al- 
though some parts are strenuous, ac- 
cording to the Trustees, and people 
should plan on it taking at least an 
hour and a half to walk them. It 1s 
open year-round every day from sun- 
rise to sunset. 

A portable toilet is open seasonal- 
ly, and there is a small trail side mu- 
seum, which serves a nature center, 
overlooking Carter Pond. 

http://www.thetrustees.org/ 
places-to-visit/central-ma/ 
rock-house-reservation.html. 


SPRINGFIELD — The Community 
Foundation of Western Massachusetts 
announced the COVID-19 Response 
Fund for the Pioneer Valley has been 
established with a lead gift of $1 million 
from MassMutual. 

Along with MassMutual’s _ gift, 
CFWM is contributing $500,000 to the 
Response Fund. Big Y, Easthampton 
Savings Bank, Greenfield Cooperative 
Bank/Northampton Cooperative Bank 
and PeoplesBank have also committed 
to contributing to the fund. Other area 
businesses and philanthropic organiza- 
tions are being encouraged to contrib- 
ute to the fund, as is the general public. 

“The impact of the coronavirus 
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Foundation establishes $1M COVID-19 fund 


pandemic is placing an extraordinary 
burden on families and individuals in 
the Pioneer Valley,’ Katie Allan Zobel, 
president and CEO of the Communi- 
ty Fund, said. “Business, philanthropy 
and community organizations are com- 
ing together to establish this response 
fund to support those who are in need. 
It’s another example of our region’s ex- 
traordinary generosity and community 
commitment.” 

Hosted by the Community Foun- 
dation of Western Massachusetts, the 
COVID-19 Response Fund will provide 
flexible resources to Pioneer Valley non- 
profit organizations serving populations 
most impacted by the crisis, such as the 


elderly, those without stable housing, 
families needing food and those with 
particular health vulnerabilities. 

Funds initially will be given to ex- 
isting community-based organizations 
who currently serve vulnerable popula- 
tions and who are best able to identify 
those requiring crisis services. 

Zobel said the fund will be flexible in 
responding to current needs and as un- 
foreseen needs arise in the community. 

Those interested in making a gift to 
the fund should visit http://community- 
foundation.org/coronavirus-donations/, 
or contact the Community Foundation 
at donorservices@communityfounda- 
tion.org. 
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Storrowton Village offers summer youth programs 


WEST SPRINGFIELD - Storrow- 
ton Village Museum will offer a variety 
of special summer youth programs for 
teens and for children during the month 
of July. 

Teen Leader Workshops will take 
place July 6-9 for youth ages 14-18. 
Students can experience 19th century 
trades, like blacksmithing, textiles, and 
cooking, in a hands-on setting and learn 
how these trades are still vital in the 21st 
century. All sessions will be taught by 
experienced historical instructors and 
include meeting modern day leaders in 
these fields. 

“Teens will get to roll up their sleeves 
and work in the Clark Blacksmith Shop 
and learn about food sourcing and meal 
prep during the open hearth cooking 
session. New this year will be a look at 


S.T.E.A.M. in the 19th century, with ac- 
tivities centered around gears and pul- 
leys, building catapults and exploring 
anthropological archaeology,” said Mu- 
seum Director Jessica K. Fontaine. 

Students interested in Teen Lead- 
er Workshops must register by June 25 
and can attend full-day sessions for $250 
or half-day sessions for $150. Students 
taking two or more Teen Leader Work- 
shops who are interested in attending for 
free can sign up for the museum’s Teen 
Leader Training Week, taking place July 
13-16. This special second session will 
impart skills and training needed to be- 
come a counselor at Storrowton’s Early 
American Summer Programs, happen- 
ing July 20-23. 

“All skills learned during Teen Lead- 
er Training Week are adaptable for life 


outside of our Village, plus teens will get 
to meet leaders in our community who 
once participated in youth opportunities 
here at Eastern States Exposition,” Fon- 
taine said. 

Children who have completed grades 
1-5 by the end of the school year may 
sign up for Early American Summer Pro- 
grams. They can pick their own 19th cen- 
tury history adventure, via half-day ses- 
sions about Toys & Games, Nature, Art 
& Native American Life, Homesteading 
or Archaeology. Two full-day sessions 
will focus on 19th Century Stage and 
S.T.E.A.M., complete with components 
like a friends & family stage performance 
or a spot in Storrowton’s Narrow Sea 
Regatta toy boat race. 

“The Narrow Sea Regatta is a 
long-standing tradition here at the Vil- 


lage and 1s incredibly fun! Early Amer- 
ican Summer Programs are jam-packed 
with activities, from engineering and the 
environment to art and sustainability. 
We're excited Native American expert 
Gail White and Cactus Head Puppets 
will be joining us that week. They’re mu- 
seum visitor favorites and we're glad to 
have them take part,” Fontaine said. 
Attend all four days for $185, a single 
full day for $60 or a half-day session for 
$40. Pick two half-day sessions for $60. 
Registration for Early American Sum- 
mer Programs closes July 9, 2020. 
Registration for all Summer Youth 
Programs at Storrowton Village Museum 
is now being accepted. For more infor- 
mation about programming, please visit 
www.storrowtonvillage.com/Summer Y- 
outhPrograms or call 413-205-5051. 





STCC offers online workforce development training 


SPRINGFIELD -— Springfield Tech- 
nical Community College’s Workforce 
Development Center offers a range of 
online courses available 24 hours a day 
from any device with an internet con- 
nection. 

Online education at STCC combines 
interactive exercises, mini-cases, video 
and focused reading to ensure courses 
are not only engaging but that students 
learn. 

“With many people staying home 
during these challenging times, now is 
an ideal time to take advantage of our 
affordable online learning programs to 
improve your skills or learn new ones,” 
said Dave Buonora, assistant vice pres- 
ident of workforce development. 

Among the variety of programs, 
STCC offers a Managing Remote Em- 
ployees course, which may be helpful 


for employers trying to figure out the 
best way to manage employees working 
from home or offsite. The course 1s part 
of MindEdge Web-Based Education’s 
management suite. 

Job-seekers, including workers who 
have been laid off, also may qualify for 
short-term training options through 
MassHire. 

Students who are enrolling for the 
purpose of meeting professional certi- 
fication or licensing requirements are 
strongly advised to check with their 
specific certification or licensing au- 
thority to ensure that course content 
meets any requirements that have been 
established by that licensing or certifi- 
cation body. 

STCC partners with the following 
Web-based education providers to offer 
online education: 


‘MindEdge Web-Based Education: 
MindEdge 1s a provider of online con- 
tinuing education courses designed 
to help students improve profession- 
al knowledge and skills. Courses are 
available 24 hours a day from any de- 
vice with an internet connection. 

‘-Ed2Go Web-Based Education: Ed- 
ucation to Go is an online educational 
content, technology and services com- 
pany for higher education. They offer 
hundreds of online courses to assist 
students in finding a new career or pre- 
pare them for advancement in their cur- 
rent position. The programs provide an 
engaging, supportive, and convenient 
environment. They are completely on- 
line and available 24/7 so they work 
with any schedule. 

‘Online Career Training: Career 
Training Programs are designed by a 


team of experts from their respective 
fields. They work to provide students 
with a highly effective web-based learn- 
ing experience. Learn in-demand skills 
recognized by employers. Most pro- 
grams prepare students for national 
certification. Students can start any- 
time, and work at their own pace. Text- 
books and learning materials are in- 
cluded, also loans are available. Expert 
instructor assistance provided. 

‘Professional Development for Fit- 
ness Industry: STCC has partnered 
with W.I.T.S. (World Instructor Train- 
ing School), an organization that has 
been training and certifying fitness pro- 
fessionals for more than 24 years. 

For more information, contact the 
Workforce Development Center at 
755-4225, email wdc@stcc.edu or visit 
www.stcc.edu/wdce. 





student essay competition commemorates Mayflower anniversary 


BOSTON — Four hundred years ago 
the Mayflower landed on the shores of 
what would later be known as Massa- 
chusetts, forever changing the course of 
history of four nations: America, En- 
gland, the Netherlands, and the Wampa- 
noag. American Ancestors—also known 
as New England Historic Genealogical 
Society —a national family history or- 
ganization headquartered in Boston and 
one of the groups leading activities to 
commemorate the quadricentennial of 
the landing of the Mayflower, has an- 
nounced a statewide student competition 
in Massachusetts to honor the story of 
the Pilgrims and of the native Wampa- 
noag people. The 2020 American An- 
cestors Young Historians Essay Contest 


asks students to explore how this 400- 
year old history relates to our national, 
familial, and/or personal stories and 
identities. 

Open to students currently enrolled in 
grades 5—12 in public, private, and paro- 
chial schools, and those in home-study 
programs across the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts, the contest asks par- 
ticipants to address one of three topics: 
How 1s the story of the Mayflower still 
relevant today?; How does your fami- 
ly’s journey to America compare to the 
journey of the Pilgrims in 1620?; and as 
a native student, what does your tribal 
history mean to you? 

American Ancestor’s Director of Ed- 
ucation Ginevra Morse described the 


statewide competition as an opportunity 
to honor the story of the Pilgrims and of 
the native Wampanoag people. “Their 
stories, collectively and individually, em- 
body the triumphs and tragedies of life 
in early New England and in the coun- 
try itself. These stories are still relevant 
today.” 

“Involving some of the youngest 
minds in a process of reflection upon 
this historic event will lead to new in- 
sights and understanding for historians 
of all ages. We're delighted to offer an 
opportunity for Massachusetts students 
to interpret and express the significance 
of the Mayflower voyage in their own 
words. We have no doubt that it will be 
revealing for many of us,’ she added. 


A panel of judges will announce win- 
ners of the 2020 American Ancestors 
Young Historians Essay Contest in early 
August 2020. Cash prizes will be award- 
ed to six winners; three winners will be 
selected from grades 5—8 and receive 
$500 each and another three winners 
will be selected from grades 9—12 and 
receive $750 each. All winners will be 
invited to present part of their essay at 
special events in Boston, Massachusetts, 
commemorating the Mayflower 400 year. 

The deadline for essay submissions 1s 
June 10. Submission guidelines may be 
found at https://mayflower.americanan- 
cestors.org/essay-contest, the May- 
flower companion website of American 
Ancestors. 
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READING from page 1 


committee then met and reviewed all their site visits and _ R E a R 2 Mi V A q 3 
we were chosen.” 

An invitation to the annual April MRA Reading 
Conference held in Boston, where the award would 


have been presented was unfortunately cancelled. How- 7 ; | 
ever, a banner announcing the award will be sent to be 
displayed outside the school. Ean 


The application was a lengthy process, with a short 
window of time to complete. A team of NBES teachers, re 5 Je 
including Cassie LaCoy, Michael Shelburne, Gina-Ma- Cash Paid in Some Cases 


rie Mazerolle and Monique Dubuc, along with Direc- 
together on the project. 
Perhaps the selection committee was impressed by 
the major overhaul NBES has undergone in the last 
more consistent ELA programs that transition from 
kindergarten through grade six, the highest level in the 
Within the application, a variety of evidence had 
to be presented. From explaining why the new NBES 508-864-51 1 0 Or 1/4-633- 1 A/1 
reading program 1s consistent with sound theory, re- 
search and practice, to students being able to demon- 
teachers, reading coaches and others provide leadership 
and vision for the district reading program, to even ver- 


OH 
tor of Curriculum Jeanne Powers, School Committee Ni O Ke S Or Titi e S Ni e ed e (J 
Chairman Maria Tucker, Priestley and Pratt worked 
five years as they’ve worked to implement better and 

O 

building. Cal Kev! Nn 
strate success in reading, for proof that administrators, 
ifying the local community was involved and supportive WHITECO WILE REMAIN OPENS eee raneulenessanieleusullis 


a aa aaa lf you need anything please stop in or call 508-885-9343. 
One statistic that may have stood out from the com- Washers, dryers, r efrigerator S, dishwashers , stoves, freezers for same-day 


petition, the significant increase in the NBES MCAS 
scores. Since the Next Generation MCAS testing was 
implemented during the spring of 2017, scores from the We are taking extra 
ELA portion of the test improved from 26 percent of = FRIGIDAIRE precautions to ean our 
the students meeting or exceeding expectations, to 43 a ~ FULL Res. . 4 Piece 

: Sea ,; Stainless Steel cherished customers and 
percent meeting or exceeding expectations in Spring of ‘ . 
3019. Appliance Package Pun CCS Cait 


Not to mention the many literacy programs offered this difficult time. 


pickup or next-day delivery and of course toys and bikes for the kids! 


throughout the year, during the school day and in the FRENCH DOOR | 088 Gas. EFT. 14 GU. FI. GE FRONT AAD Please go to 
evenings, including book fairs, a Not So Spooky Story | SAMSUNG erent REFRIGERATOR WASHER on DRYER POLS 
night in the fall for families, Camp Read A Lot, held s4haasg ©3292 ) 1] SE4q29 call, or come in! 
on the day before February vacation with the focus 7100 16 | famous MAKER | AHTGHENAID ES HUNDREDS OF 
on literacy and the love of reading, and an evening in RANGE | DISHWASHER Top SMOOTH TOP 
June kicking off Summer Reading, where families can Rep. sat DRYER nog. “400 ‘ nee. ae F RE EZERS 
“shop” for books for free at the school, with the in- | *48989 $Hq gos | $4 2993 | 5599 $489°9 | 549993 | am STroOcK: 
ae er TF DELUXE ELEGTRIG | OVER THE RANGE 

enna sides em libraries that can be utilized DRYER MICROWAVE misHWASi = P RE- Ss fE nite Ni 

“I was so excited when the school was nominated $39923 TT tae $337 953 Bi KE SALE 


and thrilled for them to win,” said Tucker. “I wasn’t PRICES GOOD WHILE SUPPLIES LAST eee Sat. ieee pm 
at all surprised though. For me personally, it has been ee cd Wy eal gf 7: or 6) n St, Spencer, MA 
amazing to watch the staff create this dedication and [EIAs 508-885-9343 


love of literacy — a culture of literacy — for the kids.” 
During Tucker’s time as NBES PTO president back 
in 2014, the need for improvement in the overall reading Quaboag Current 


t, as she helped to lead the ch 
repareamier pong sticoume (u/8s (AMMA EME 6 *'8) | OBITUARY POLICY 





PTO and from the Boxtops program to buy books and 
to help support the creation of a bookroom. e|tioln Turley Publications offers two types of 
“It made such a difference,” explained Tucker about S obituaries. 
the new literacy room for the students. “I am inspired o One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
by the staff and administrators that I have worked with the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
and I am so very proud of what they accomplish every date and place. 
a I ies grateful my kids have the opportunity to learn The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
rom them.” which allows families to publish extended death 
Priestley and the rest of the staff at NBES will no notice information of their own choice and may 
doubt stay committed in providing a strong reading include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
program to their students — as the recent award validat- Obituaries should be submitted through a 
ed their efforts and hard work. funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 
“Reading is the foundation for all learning,’ con- 
cluded Priestley. “The ability to read, to read actively Exceptions will be made only when the family 
and to read critically are crucial skills for success 1n to- provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





day’s world.” 


WE’VE EXPANDED OUR WEB SITE 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all Access archives and Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
notices to digital tear sheets by public notice web site to search all notices in 
notices@turley.com newspaper title. Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


HAY FOR SALE Koran’s Farm. 
(413)267-3396. 


FARM 
EQUIPMENT 


51’ FORD 8N TRACTOR 3 pit. 
hitch, original owner. Front guard, 
chains, 3 pt. jack, mounted front tire. 
Excellent condition $6,000.413-230- 
8136 Chesterfield 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 
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STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wart- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





****x* A & B HOUSEHOLD 
REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 

8868. 


A DUMP TRUCK clearing out attics, 
cellars, garages, barns, whole house 
clean-outs, scrap metal. Free esti- 
mates. 413-374-5377 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 


driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 


MENARD GARAGE DOORS Spe- 
cializing in the best quality and selec- 
tion of insulated Haas garage doors. 
Sales, Installation, service and repairs 
of residential and commercial garage 
doors and openers. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. Call (413)289-6550, 
(413)626-1978 or www.menardga- 


ragedoors.com 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. 1 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Town: 


Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 
Base Price 
$33.50 


Base Price 
$34.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





ee Phone oe ee 
eee ee eee State: Zip; 
X per week rate = $ 
LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 
EX. Date — CW 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 


DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ———— 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 











eal 


IAS 
ae 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 





BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
mt BROOKFIELD 


EASTHAMPTON 











EAST 
BROOKFIELD 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Residential 
Circulation: 


Suburban 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Add asecond ZONE ___*10.00 


Add a third ZONE 


~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
= 
Subtotal __ = 


X Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed ___ 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Spring Clean-ups 

Dethatching 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


LEGAL SERVICES 


ATTORNEY PATRICIA HEBERT 
40 years experience. Divorce, Wills, 
Estates, 209A, Custody, Adoption, Al- 
imony, Child Support, Mediation. ALL 
COUNTIES 413-786-2211 he- 
bert.pmh@gmail.com 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


DEMO’S PLUMBING & HEATING 
Small jobs, big jobs. 30 yrs. experi- 
ence. Reasonable prices, quality work. 
Credit cards accepted 413-221- 
6475 Master Lic #16635 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453, CT Reg. 0615780. Lifetime 
warranty. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 
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TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. [ree re- 
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood, 
stump grinding. We're fully insured and 
workmen’s comp. for your pro- 
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


ATEKS TREE- Honest, quality tree 
service. From pruning to house lot 
clearing. Fully insured. Free estimates. 
Firewood sales. (413)687-3220 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 

RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 


SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 





MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 


(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


SANDERSON * MacLeop 


MECHANIC TECH 
Sanderson MacLeod is GROWING 
and looking for creative, mechanically 
inclined people to join our expanding 
team. 

As a world leader in twisted wire 
brush products (and voted an “Em- 
ployer of Choice” in Massachusetts) 
Sanderson's proprietary technology 
is dynamic, fast and diverse. We are 
currently seeking to expand our team 
through the addition of a select few 
talented people, who are passionate in 
finding out how machines work. Our 
next team members will possess good 
problem-solving skills, enjoy automa- 
tion system maintenance, and have 
experience working with such things 
as electrical sensors, PLC’s, servo mo- 
tors, servo drives, hydraulic and me- 
chanical functions, and more. Must be 
available for both weekly and weekend 
overtime as needed. While 5+ years 
of related experience is preferred, for 
the right person, we'll provide the in- 
struction, education and guidance that 
will make you successful. Sanderson 
MacLeod offers a competitive benefit 
package. 

Interested candidates should submit 
their resume via mail or email (indicat- 
ing their shift preference) to: 
Sanderson MacLeod, Inc. 

Attn: Director of Human Resources 
PO Box 50 

Palmer, MA 01069 

bgibson @sandersonmacleod.com 
EOE, including disability/veterans 


MECHANIC WANTED. EXPERI- 
ENCED in truck & heavy equipment. 
Must have own tools. APMI, Monson, 
MA 413-267-4088 


POSITION AVAILABLE Market 
Manager for the Belchertown Farmers 
Market. Part time May through Octo- 
ber. Contact belchertownfarmersmar- 
ket @ gmail.com for more information. 


SALEM CROSS INN now hiring 
servers and bartenders. Apply in per- 
son or online at www.salemcrossinn. 
com 


Buying? Selling? 
ra 3 


Our 
Classifieds = 
Get Results! | 


Classified Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 





HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


EO Ee Ee 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 


eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSWG =), 1 


OPPORTUNITY 





SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 


2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-1217 
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Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


THREE RIVERS 4 ROOMS Base- 
ment storage, w/d, garage, trash re- 
moval. No smoking, No pets. $850. 
413-636-5597 


TIME SHARE FOR RENT Orlando, 
FL 413-267-3396 


WARE - 2 BEDROOM 2rd Floor 
- $750.00 per month. Utilities not 
included. Centrally located, clean, qui- 
et, trash pick-up, on-site laundry and 
parking, fenced in yard. Responsible 
Landlord; references required. Call 
(508)867-3222 


WARREN MODERN Studio, 1st fl, 
$650, 1 BR, $750, with new kitchen, 
carpet and appliances. Free hot water. 
Beautiful rural setting with a moun- 
tain view. Located on 67 Please call 
(413)436-5301 


MOBILE HOMES 


MOBILE HOME- DOUBLE WIDE 
fully furnished, 2 br, 2 bath. New win- 
dows & roof. Corner lot, Clearwater, 
FL. Over 55 complex. $25,000 or B/O. 
413-627-4554 


ZO20 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


PROCRASTINATORS WANTED 
Are you still putting off filing your taxes? 
Why not let the tax professionals at AJE Financial Services help! 
We will do whatever it takes (within our power) to make it 
as painless as possible. Why not give us a call today! 
It shouldn't have to hurt! 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


86) Tel: 413-289-0058 
Ld Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kiitchentablefaxes.com 





\V/ (53 (e1 a} ie) aim kd.ars tale mm allatclal@licl mols) AlAleists 


IRS Problems? 
Let a Professional Handle it for you. 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com * pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 


VACATION RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


=) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 


Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


aUTHONIZED 


<i> 


PROVIDER 


Call For An. 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Income Tax Preparation 


~ 32 years tax experience ~— 


Bruce J. Charwick 
62 Jim Ash Road 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA O1009 


Personal & Small Business 


¥ 
i; —— el 





Federal & All States 


TAX ‘PREPARATION i SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
1622 North Main Street 
Palmer, MA 01069 
Fasttax @charter.net 
Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


520 OFF | 


Reg. Prices 
To All New Clients | 


on 


CALL YOUR LOCAL TURLEY PUBLICATIONS SALES REPRESENTATIVE FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ON ADVERTISING YOUR TAX SERVICE HERE! 


zhest «, 
LSSTFIEDS 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, 


INC. 


Reaching readers in 50 local 


communities every week. 
eee 


413-283-8393 © 1-800-824-6548 


© Check Out Our For Sale, Services, 
Pets and Other Classifieds 


© Real Estate: For Sale, 
For Rent & Vacation Rentals 


© Help Wanted: Part Time & 
Full Time Career Opportunities 


Call toll free to place your classified ad: 


800-824-6548 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 


QUABOAG 


CURREN 


NORTH BROOKFIELD OPINION 
Aid to Pets during Start making 
COVID-19 p2 compost p4 


Volume 13, Number 27 























Editorial/Opinion 

Sports 

Police Logs 
Classifieds 
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WE ARE OPEN TO 
SELL & DELIVER 


APPLIANCES 
DURING THIS CRISIS! 


SO COME ON IN FOR 


ALL YOUR NEEDS! 
SEE OUR AD INSIDE THIS NEWSPAPER 


(oh we at tp VN, Cea], Cem ate] . a Pa feo), nef 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 


em |VSA, hy vy) 
i pa -Fri. ee ria nancies 508- 885- 9343 
GO TO WHITCOSALES. COM 




















ey THANK YOU 
4 At this time, | would like to thank all first responders: 
# doctors, nurses, EMT’s, police and firefighters who 
are running in when the rest of us are running away 
from this unprecedented virus. Your bravery and 
1 dedication are very much appreciated by all of us 
at Century 21 North East. Thank you. 


Dorrinda O’Keefe-Shea, Realtor 
North Shore-Lovett 


James D’Amico-Broker/Owner 


109 West St., Ware 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


978-434-1990 


CONNECTIO 


Brookhaven Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 51 years of service. 

24 hour care, Medical Management, 
Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Soeech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 
Manager: 

Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


Call MichelleTerry 
@ 508-735-8744 


GORGEOUS COLONIAL IN STURBRIDGE! This oversized home offers a lg front to pack fire 
placed living room, a beautifully remodeled eat in kitchen with new stainless steel appliances, 
new pantry, new granite counter tops and a large custom built island! Formal dining rm & 1st 
floor laundry in the mud room! Massive master suite with 3 walk in closets, 2 double closets and 
even extra storage areas within the closets! The master bathroom offers a newly tiled double 
shower, a lg jetted tub & a double vanity! Bedrooms 2, 3 & 4 are nicely sized with lots of closet 
space! Pull down attic. 2 nice big finished rooms in the basement plus a lot more storage! Brand 
new high end AC condensers, brand new hardwoods though out the house and new hardwood 
stair treads to the 2nd floor, new hybrid water heater & new touch up paint! 2 car att garage, 
paved driveway, brand new walk way, great sized deck and a big back yard! This home has it all! 
Close to the MA Pike & Rts 84, 9 & 20! Tantasqua schools! $449,900 


MICHELLE TERRY TEAM 508-202-0008 


YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 
> yw ME ol (=) (eo f=) (=m ersle, 
4 =] mele) qi(-)(omm i.) Wm Ou beol@] > 


Michelle Terry - Broker/Owner 
michelleterryteam.com [Fa 


Broker/Owner 


Start your next move with akin 


Professional Photography 
| Floor Plans - Social Media Ads 
ABC TV Show Promotion 
Brochures - Postcards - Print Ads 
Targeted Online Advertising 


270 Main St., Spencer 


SPRING is EARLY!! 
Check out our Indoor Display 


Concrete, Masonry, 
and Landscape Needs 


BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING Tl 
1 ao STEWART & STEWART a 
seeenidt 413-387-8608 = 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 





S| WHERE “EVERYONE GOES FOR 
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<? THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! = 

WINTER IS HERE! > ~ CONCRETE SOLUTIONS WATER FILTRATION 

< See oe enone S M199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner 

~) WASHED ROAD SAND © BULK TREATED SALT =f yu as 174-200-0225 

s LANDSCAPE STONE IN 9 COLORS Pa «es 978-669-0088 WE'RE LOCAL! 

= 7 il ildi = * ¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
I Screened Loam Stored in Building a a REYSTONE RETAINING WALLS pee ec tt UME 2 i coe Ace 
4 Construction Stone ° Septic Stone e Title V Septic Sand Y Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30 SAT starting 4/11 James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 www.armyof1waterfiltration.com 
Ss Presby Sand Concrete Sand ¢ Brick Sand ¢ Stone Dust @ 
*-) Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Cold Patch < 

mn Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 
/ 3 PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! . : 

& 98 North Spencer Road, E.B. Flatts IS NOW offering 

{= Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
5 bond seeateais Dee FAMILY MEALS 
YJ Sand, Gravel & Asphalt eo. =— = = Your Guide to Local for Take-Out. 
eS www. isowdsanieiandar volcom > Summer Actiiess 3 ¥ 4 aye | M ; 

: & Vacation .3 7 eM 32. gee | |} ee 


E Destinations | Se Se | Pot Roast with biscuits 
ee % C Va ein 2 1 Chicken Pot Pie with biscuits 
a ae oe, : Cabbage Rolls ¢ Stuffed Peppers 
Shephard's Pie 


Comes with choice of slaw or soup. 
Cookies for dessert. Heat and 
serve or already hot! 


E.B. Flatts 


TAKE-OUT ONLY 
PLEASE CALL AHEAD TO ORDER & ENJOY! 
245 W. Main, E. Brookfield « 508-867-6643 





a. 
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e-i) 


VOURVA\D Ea 
TYNE ZENG IND Sie 
SUMMERS NGIIVEINEGUID ES 
Contact,Dan Flynn Today! : 


4132967-3505 


Meeting the mera of Pro coienatee \ Homeowners alike. 
ye SSS ol SE Ge We 
Find your Husqvarna at: 
vile 
Barre, MA 01005 
Call/Text (978)355-6343 


140 Worcester Road 
higginspowersports.com Open Mon.-Sat. 


Turle yo 


Pooks Inc. 


TURLEY PUBLICATION 








HIGGINS ENERGY 
ALTERNATIVES 





j j i i 173 West Street, Ware, MA e 413-967-7140 
Dhillon Family & Cosmetic Dentistry i aaitestindectetcom 
Dr. Dhillon has been in private practice for more than ten years. 
She has been practicing in Ware since 2010. She is a graduate of Boston University. 


\f _ She, along with her dedicated staff, provides a comprehensive range of dental and cosmetic service. 


root canals, implant supported dentures and wisdom teeth extractions, just to name a few. 


ve f Same day smile makeovers, same day crowns, implants start to finish, veneers, Botox, dermal fillers, 
| 
i‘ Dr. Dhillon provides exceptional dental care in a warm and comforting environment. 





